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SOCIAL JUSTICE IN A DEMOCRACYEditorial
The arrest of five prominent 

social activists on 28 August, 
2018, under sections of Unlawful 
Activities Prevention Act (UAPA) 
1967 sparked an outrage across the 
country and concern about the state 
of our democracy. The profiles of 
those arrested indicated that they 
were men and women committed 
to the cause of social justice for 
marginalised sections of society. 
Ms. Sudha Bharadwaj is a practicing 
lawyer of the Chhattisgarh High 
Court, who has been working for 
nearly three decades for the rights of 
dalits, tribals, farmers and labourers. 
Similarly, Mr. Gautam Navlakha, a 
journalist, Mr. Varavara Rao, a poet, 
Mr. Arun Ferreira, a human rights 
activist, and Mr. Vernon Gonsalves, 
a former professor, were all working 
in their own capacities to promote the 
cause of social justice. On the same 
day, the office and residential quarters 
of Fr. Stanislaus Lourduswamy SJ, who 
is popularly known as Stan Swamy, 
was raided on the basis of similar 
charges. He has been working for 
the rights of tribals in Jharkhand for 
the last three decades. These events 
have highlighted the challenges faced 
by those working for social justice in 
India, a country that prides itself to be 
the largest democracy in the world. 
The question that needs to be asked 
is whether working for social justice 
incompatible in a democracy or does 
democracy facilitate and promote 
social justice. Most political theorists 
view that democracy provides the 
best space for ensuring social justice. 
Reinhold Niebuhr viewed democracy 

as a necessary and valuable 
instrument for the promotion of 
social justice. According to him 
democracy is capable of absorbing 
and advancing many diverse views 
and readjust different claims in the 
promotion of the welfare of societies. 
However, if democracy is reduced to 
the tyranny of the majority, it will not 
be able to guarantee social justice and 
deliver social welfare as marginalised 
groups will remain oppressed by 
majoritarian politics. The basis of 
social justice in India flows from the 
Constitution of India. The preamble 
of the Constitution articulates a 
vision of India that guarantees to 
all citizens social, economic and 
political justice. This is further 
elaborated in the articles regarding 
the fundamental rights of citizens. 
Indian democracy has been far less 
effective in dealing with problems of 
chronic deprivation and continuing 
inequity. Democratic institutions can 
help to press for sufficiently strong 
policy measures to address chronic 
social problems. However, inadequate 
implementation of social policies on 
education, health care, nutrition,  
land reform and gender equality 
is a reflection of the weakness of 
democratic institutions. Economic 
performance, social  opportunity, 
political voice and public reasoning 
are deeply interrelated and wherever 
there is a more determined use of 
political and social voice, there are 
considerable signs of change. India 
has witnessed organised social 
movements demanding human 
rights, such as prevention of atrocities 

on dalits and tribals, affirmative 
action measures for backward classes, 
right to education, right to food, right 
to information, right to employment 
guarantee, right to basic health care 
and protection of the environment. 
Democratic governance must act 
relentlessly towards giving priority 
to the gigantic and persistent 
deprivations. A government in a 
democratic country has to respond 
to social movements in order to 
remove longstanding deprivations 
of the disadvantaged people of 
the country. Social activists and 
human rights defenders play an 
important role in highlighting 
these deprivations and bringing the 
issues of marginalised people into 
the mainstream political discourse. 
However, when governments treat 
social movements and social activism 
as 'unlawful activities' and crackdown 
of social activists, it weakens 
democracy, enhances totalitarian 
and autocratic dictatorships, and 
tilts the balance of power towards 
the elite and neo-liberal corporates, 
who exploit marginalised peoples 
and natural resources for profit. A 
genuine democracy guarantees social 
justice to its citizens. Any attempt to 
target social activists is against the 
spirit of Indian democracy. Citizens 
of India need to be eternally vigilant 
at attempts by the ruling elite and 
corporates to undermine democratic 
principles so that the Constitutional 
vision of social justice becomes a 
lived experience to every citizen of 
India. 

-Denzil Fernandes
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SOCIAL JUSTICE AT THE CROSS-ROADSCOMMENTARY
Tresa Paul

Dealing with the concept of social 
justice, the Hon’ble Supreme 

Court of India in Air India Statutory 
Corporation vs. United Labour Union 
& Others on 6th November 1996, 
held that social justice is an integral 
part of justice in the generic sense. 
Justice is the genus of which social 
justice is one of its species. Social 
justice is a dynamic device to mitigate 
the sufferings of the poor, weak, 
Dalits, tribals, and deprived sections 
of society and so as to elevate them to 
the level of equality to live a life with 
dignity. In a welfare State like India, 
where people are known for their 
diversities, it is the obligation of the 
State to ensure equal administration 
of justice. The founding fathers and 
mothers of the Indian Constitution 
were well aware of the glaring 
inequalities that existed in the Indian 
society. They understood the need 
to provide a form of justice which 
would fulfil the expectations of the 
freedom movement. As opined by 
the Former Chief Justice of India, 
Y.V. Chandrachud, the edifice of 
our Constitution is built upon the 
concepts crystallised in the Preamble. 
We resolved to constitute ourselves 
into a Socialist State which carried 
with it the obligation to secure to our 
people justice-social, economic and 
political. This, apparently, is to be the 
grand vision for the development of 
a nation that has constituted itself 
as a sovereign, secular, socialist and 
democratic republic.
 The spirit of justice, social 
justice in particular, enshrined in 
the Preamble is further strengthened 
by the Fundamental Rights and the 
Directive Principles of State Policy 
which set out the economic, social 
and political goals of the Indian 
Constitutional frame work. In the 
light of this grand vision as set out in 
the Preamble of the Constitution in 

particular, a question that necessarily 
arises is whether our policy makers 
and the governmental agencies are 
in any measure being guided by 
constitutional vision, values, and 
limitations that charge the State with 
the positive obligation of ensuring 
social justice for all citizens.
 The principal aim of a socialist 
State is to eliminate inequality in 
income, status and standards of life 
without letting hindrance of caste, 
colour, sex or religion and with full 
opportunity to reach the top not 
thwarted by any considerations of 
status, social or otherwise. Social 
justice also aims at ensuring a decent 
minimum standard of life to the less 
equipped and vulnerable persons 
without exploitation in any form. 
Significantly social justice demands 
that, every state action whenever 
taken must be directed and must be 
so interpreted so as to take society one 
step towards the goal of establishing 
a socialist welfare and egalitarian 
society. Unfortunately, those who 
dream of building India in the line of 
the Constitutional vision are shocked 
and concerned over the threats to 
the Constitutional values and ideals 
inter alia social justice. In fact the 
recent Indian history is littered with 
examples of new and dangerous 
forms of social justice. The political 
landscape of the country, that favours 
the corporate, communal and casteist 
forces seems to work on one agenda, 
namely, to label, target and persecute 
those who serve and accompany 
the poor and the marginalized. 
The planned and strategic attack 
on Dalits, Tribals, minorities, 
women and other marginalized 
communities have increased multi-
fold. Individuals, organizations, 
social movements, trade unions, 
whistle blowers and human rights 
defenders who represent the voiceless 

and marginalized sections of the 
society are declared anti-national, 
urban naxals, etc.’ Moreover, 
the space for democratic dissent 
have shrunk, which is a danger to 
democratic socialism and as opined 
by Justice D.Y Chandrachud “dissent 
is the safety valve in the pressure 
cooker of democracy and it cannot 
be muzzled by brute police force”. 
Despite the significant social and 
economic transformation, caste 
hierarchy continue to remain deeply 
entrenched and caste relations often 
result in violent outcomes. Moreover, 
the agenda of social justice remain 
unfinished and a distant reality 
particularly for weaker sections of 
society. A classic example is that of 
manual scavengers. We have a law 
under the Prohibition of Employment 
as Manual Scavengers and their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013 that provide 
for the prohibition of employment 
as manual scavengers and for their 
rehabilitation. However, till date 
many are forced and threatened to 
go inside the septic tanks and die a 
tragic death after inhaling the toxic 
gases while cleaning the septic tank. 
Although the Indian Constitution 
begins with the word “we the 
people of India” many communities, 
including the Dalits, Adivasis, OBCs, 
religious and linguistic minorities, 
women, the poor, refugees, the 
disabled etc., by and large still remain 
socially, politically and economically 
excluded from this ‘we’ness.
 Is this the vision provided 
by the founding fathers and mothers 
of our Constitution or is this the 
concept of socialism which the 
Constitution assured to its people? 
There is a need to have a congruence 
between what is ensured and what is 
implemented because social equity, 
justice and dignity for everyone is a 
must for societal progress. 
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DISTRACT AND RULE : A NEW POLICY
Anabel Benjamin Bara

COMMENTARY

Hardly six months are left for the 
general election to constitute 

17th LokSabha. BJP, Congress and 
other parties are working hard 
to channelize their vote banks to 
win the majority and form their 
government. In the meantime the 
state of Jharkhand is facing a new 
force that is believed to deeply impact 
vote bank politics. Pathalgadi!
 Pathalgadi is one of the tribal 
customs where tribals erect or fix or 
install big stone plaques to demarcate 
a territory or to identify the demise of 
their loved ones. Recently, it has taken 
the shape of a political movement. 
Tribals are now inscribing articles 
from the Constitution of India and 
sections from the Provisions of the 
Panchayats Extension to Scheduled 
Area (P-PESA) Act 1996 on the 
stones and placing it outside their 
village hamlets. Through this, 
tribals and Gram Sabha are trying 
to promote self-rule and governance 
in the scheduled districts. The 
first news related to Pathalgadi 
came in the media when tribals 
of Arki block, Khunti district in 
Jharkhand blocked the road for the 
government officials and held them 
overnight. This resulted in the series 
of arrests of the tribal leaders who 
were either involved or supported 
Pathalgadi. This movement caused 
sleepless nights for the ruling elite of 
Jharkhand. They needed immediate 
solutions to this problem. It is here 
they plotted the distract and rule 
policy.
 The biggest question for the 
ruling elite in Jharkhand was how to 
stop the Pathalgadi movement? Next 
question was how to infiltrate Khunti 
district which is the birth place of 
the legendry leader Birsa Munda? 
To counter these two problems 
Jharkhand government machinery 
started the ‘Blame and Name’ strategy. 
They labeled tribals in Khunti 
district as anti-development and 

anti-government. They emphasized 
that development projects and plans 
of the government in the various 
blocks of Khunti district could not 
be implemented because tribals were 
not allowing anyone to enter in their 
villages. This was highlighted in the 
newspapers and electronic media in 
such a manner that the government 
was projected as the victim rather 
than victimizer.
 The second strategy that 
the ruling government of Jharkhand 
used was to exploit the differences 
within tribals and between tribal 
communities based on religion 
for their vote bank politics. There 
were tribal groups who were made 
to believe that Pathalgadi and 
barricading villages would hinder the 
socio-economic growth of the tribals 
since it led to the non-implementation 
of government plans and projects in 
those areas. As a result tribals in few 
blocks of Khunti districts uprooted 
Pathalgadi. 
 The third strategy was to 
create a rift between Christian tribals 
and Sarna tribals, based on reservation 
and employment. The anti-social 
elements present in the tribal areas 
fed in the minds of Sarna tribals that 
tribals who were Christians were no 
longer tribals because they practiced 
Christian religion and therefore 
had lost their culture, customs and 
traditional values that were supposed 
to be carried by the tribals. Therefore 
tribal status of the Christian tribals 
should be taken away. In this manner 
only Sarna tribals would avail all the 
benefits of  reservation in education 
and employment.
 The fourth strategy to 
penetrate in the various blocks of 
Khunti districts is to create a state 
of unrest and violence. For this, a 
case of kidnapping and gang raping 
of five NGO girls in Kochang block 
in Khunti was published in various 
national newspapers on 22nd July 

2018. It was alleged that the people 
associated with Pathalgadi movement 
were behind this act of crime. A 
catholic priest and sister were also 
arrested for investigation which led 
to the next strategy of diversion.
 The fifth strategy was to falsely 
accuse the catholic missionaries. The 
Government knows that education 
of the tribals can be very fatal to 
them and catholic missionaries are 
working to uplift the tribals through 
education. Therefore accusing 
catholic missionaries was the next 
move from the anti-social elements. 
In the incident of the gang rape of 
five girls in Kochang block, Khunti, 
a catholic priest was accused; sisters 
from the Missionary of Charity were 
accused of selling babies; scrutiny 
of Foreign Contribution Regulation 
Act (FCRA) in all the missionary 
NGOs were done; and a raid on 
the office of Fr. Stan Swamy in the 
case of plotting to assassinate Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi was done 
too. The idea was to curb and break 
the missionaries to such an extent 
that the source through which the 
tribals were getting educated could 
be eliminated.
 All the above incidents are 
the trail of ‘Distract and Rule’ politics 
played by the anti-social elements. A 
careful look at the sequence of events 
indicate that it started with Pathalgadi 
movement and led to accusations 
on catholic priests. Now hardly 
anybody speaks about Pathalgadi. 
This proves that the people have very 
short memory. We need new stories, 
movies, magic etc. that could excite 
us and make us alive. If anybody is 
asked about the above incidents then 
their immediate reactions would 
be very sympathetic but with time 
nobody cares until it directly affects 
us. This careless attitude only helps 
in encouraging strategies to ‘distract 
and rule’ over the simple adivasi 
people. 
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WILL MOB LYNCHING BRING NEW INDIA?
Srijan Kishore

Incidents and news of mob lynching 
are becoming very common for us 

now. Every day there are instances 
of lynching across the nation. We 
are slowly moving in a time where 
cases of lynching will be a common 
phenomenon. Only the name of 
the victim and the place changes 
with every incident. Everything 
else remains more or less the same. 
Interestingly, instead of having the 
curiosity to know the present status 
of the victim, people think more of 
what type of weapon(s) was used? 
Who were the persons involved 
in this? Was the incident because 
of prohibited meat? What was the 
title and religion of the victim? Were 
there only a couple of people or a 
group of 30-40 people?
 As per the news report of 
newlaundry.com of July 04, 2018 “A 
recent report by IndiaSpend, basing 
itself on the content analysis of news 
reports, concludes that “In the first 
six months of 2017, 20 cow-terror 
attacks were reported–more than 75 
per cent of the 2016 figure, which 
was the worst year for such violence 
since 2010. The attacks include mob 
lynching, attacks by vigilantes, 
murder and attempt to murder, 
harassment, assault and gang-rape. 
In two attacks, the victims/survivors 
were chained, stripped and beaten, 
while in two others, the victims were 
hanged.” The same report also says 
that the “analysis  of mob violence 
and public disorder between January 
2011 and June 2017 on Observer 
Research Analysis, highlights that 
cow-related violence has spiked 
up dramatically from five per cent 
of the total incidents (of Lynching 
or Public Disorder) to over 20 per 
cent by the end of June 2017”. We 
all will surely agree with the fact 

that during the last few months, the 
percentage of the lynching is more 
because of the devotion to the cow 
and its relation with religious beliefs 
and sentiments. 
 The major question here 
is what is the main center for all 
these? The fact of the matter is that 
those who think that they have 
full control over the crowd fail to 
understand that in reality, it is the 
other way round and it is the crowd 
which controls them. Even if we 
consider the history of the time of 
‘LiBorn’ and ‘Zimbardo’, it can be 
analyzed that whatever may be the 
technicalities, the crowd has every 
time taken over the ideology and 
intentions, and therefore I would 
say that crowd is not and can never 
be under anyone’s control. The sad 
part in the context of the present 
situation is that those who sit on 
higher and responsible political 
positions need to understand the 
seriousness and importance of 
their chairs and its direct relation 
with the development of our nation. 
When news coming on Whatsapp 
and facebook gets forwarded by the 
people in top most positions, the 
language of violence gets converted 
to physical violence. And as a result 
of which, the inclusiveness and the 
unity in diversity of our country 
starts getting diluted. I firmly 
believe that we need to promote 
a joint action to check and stop 
irresponsible use of social media as 
a weapon for hatred and violence. 
As a nation, we have already 
experienced the negative impact of 
the actions of mobs. The behaviour 
of those engaged in mob violence 
is similar to that of the “Taliban”. 
How can it be justified that any 
responsible political leader can 

endorse and support any incident of 
mob lynching and violence, rather 
than condemning it completely?  
Do we really think that gauraksha 
can be done like this? We treat and 
consider Mahatma Gandhi as the 
Father of our nation and I firmly 
believe that he was a true and great 
gaurakshak. In one of his books 
entitled “How to serve the cow” 
(1954), (edited by Kumarappa) 
Gandhi ji says that if we try to 
protect and serve the cows by  
actions of violence and coercion, 
and then we are converting our 
religion into ‘Devil’ and ‘Evil spirit’. 
Unfortunately we are forgetting the 
teachings of ‘Bapu’. 
 The main problem in this 
whole issue is where and whom 
shall the victims approach, when 
the state endorses those who were 
responsible for lynching? Where 
shall the victims hunt for justice? 
I think the time has come when 
all religions, civil society and 
institutions should come together 
to condemn and exclude such 
elements who are a threat to justice 
and democracy of our nation. We 
all know that the beauty of our 
country is diversity and if respect for 
diversity is getting weakened, then 
I think that the time has come for 
all of us to revisit the idea of ‘social 
justice’ in a democracy, by adopting 
and practicing Gandhi’s ideology of 
non-violence and development! 

Reference:
 �Kumar, A. (2018). “Legitimizing 
mob lynching the right (wing) way”, 
The Wire, https://thewire.in/rights/
legitimising-mob-lynching-right-
wing-rakbar-khan-alwar
 �Jha, M. (2018). Speech in Rajya 
Sabha on July 26, 2018, accessed 
from https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SGIQUCiA2fQ 

COMMENTARY
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“A labourer from another state or 
territory, who speaks another 

language, is an alien in his own 
country”, said the President of the 
Jesuit Conference of South Asia, Fr. 
George Pattery SJ, in his inaugural 
address at the two-day national 
seminar on “Labour Migration in the 
Post Liberalization Era”, held at Indian 
Social Institute, New Delhi, on 18th 
and 19th August 2018. Fr. Pattery 
dwelt on the issue of migration from 
the international as well as national 
point of view emphasizing the need 
to “take up advocacy to bring in a 
comprehensive legislation to support” 
migrant labourers. In the seminar, 
jointly organized by Indian Social 
Institutes of Bangalore and New 
Delhi, research scholars, professors 
and academicians presented their 
papers, which brought to discussion 
various vulnerabilities and plights of 
the migrant labourers across India. 
 The Executive Director of 
Indian Social Institute, Dr. Denzil 
Fernandes SJ, said, in his welcome 
address, that the national seminar 
was not purely academic, but “part of 
our effort of pooling together” various 
resources to “ensure the rights and 

dignity of every 
migrant labourer in 
this country”. In his 
keynote lecture, Dr. 
Ravi Srivastava, the 
renowned labour 
economist  and 
retired professor 
a t  S c h o o l  o f 
Social Sciences, 
Jawaharlal Nehru 
Un i v e r s i t y  i n 

New Delhi, highlighted the recent 
trends in migration and its various 
implications. He raised his concerns 
that circular and seasonal migrants 
are not documented and therefore 
are more vulnerable to exploitation. 
He also called for further researches 
to understand the relation between 
urbanisation and migration, and 
to look for ways these migrants can 
access social protection mechanisms. 
 The seminar held in four 
sessions witnessed the presentations 
of 15 research papers which dealt 
with various aspects of this pertinent 
issue of labour migration. The first 
session focused on rural migrants 
and migration in rural areas. The 
four papers presented in this session 
discussed the struggles and poor 
living conditions of the migrant 
labourers. In the second session of the 
seminar, the papers presented centred 
around migration and its effects in 
urban areas. The central theme of 
the third session was “Caste and 
Gendered perspective of migration”. 
The papers in this session analysed 
in particular the vulnerabilities of 
marginal caste and women among 
the migrant labourers. The fourth 

session dealt with migration among 
Dalits and tribals. The three papers 
highlighted the issues of livelihood, 
identity, education etc. of migrants, 
the majority of whom are from tribal 
communities. 
 A consultative session was 
held to have consultations with 
NGOs/ Jesuits working for migrants 
in India. The objective of the session, 
chaired by Fr. Martin Puthussery 
SJ, was to deliberate upon how 
to take forward the seminar. The 
delegates came up with various 
concrete suggestions and proposals. 
The proposals revolved around: 1) 
direct intervention with migrants, 2) 
research and documentation, and 3) 
advocacy leading to policy change. 
This would entail networking and 
collaboration with Jesuit Centres, 
CBCI Labour Commission and other 
Church organisations, NGOs working 
for migrants, social activists, research 
scholars, academicians, policy makers, 
Government agencies, etc.
 In the valedictory session was 
Ms. Suneetha Eluri from International 
Labour Organization, New Delhi, 
summarised the main themes of the 
seminar. She observed that in today’s 
capital-driven economy, everything 
has been delegated to ‘cheap labour’ 
to satisfy the urban needs and to gain 
maximum profit. She also spoke about 
a ‘missing human touch’ in all the 
international trade and labour related 
agreements. The seminar concluded 
with the distribution of certificates to 
those who presented the papers, and 
Dr. Selvaraj Arulnathan SJ, Director 
of Indian Social Institute, Bangalore, 
proposed vote of thanks.

REPORT
National Seminar on Labour Migration

Celebration of 24th International Day of World’s Indigenous Peoples 2018 

By putting forward the idea of 
United Nation’s Declaration 

on the Rights of the Indigenous 
Peoples’ and display of their cultural 
uniqueness, life and meaning systems, 
the 24th International Day of World’s 
Indigenous Peoples was celebrated 
in the national capital of India by 
the Department of Tribal Studies on 

9th August at Millennium Hall, St. 
Xavier’s School, Delhi. The celebration 
was organised by Indian Social 
Institute with the collaboration of All 
Adivasi Organizations of Delhi-NCR. 
The theme for the celebration was 
“Celebrating Indigenous Cultures” 
with the sub theme of United Nation’s 
“Indigenous Peoples: Migration and 

Movement”. 
 One  day  b efore  t he 
celebration, i.e on 8th August the 
department held a Press Conference at 
the Constitution Club. Responsibility 
and presentation of the programme 
was managed by the Delhi adivasi 
youth network under the guidance of 
staff members of the Department and 
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 Workshop on ‘Adivasis Identity and Cultures’

REPORT

the elderly tribal members of different 
organizations. The main highlights of 
the celebration were ‘Nukkad Natak’ 
and ‘Fancy Dress Competition’. The 
opening of the programme was done 
by tribal folk song. The song was 
followed by drumming tribal musical 
instruments by the youth members. 
Thereafter, the greeting of audience 
and the dynamics of celebration was 

presented by Head of Department of 
Tribal Studies, Dr. Vincent Ekka S.J. 
The programme was focused to bring 
the tribals of Delhi on one platform 
and create an awareness of common 
identity and dignity. 
 Persons who made an 
indelible contribution to indigenous 
communities and have excelled 
beyond the geographical boundaries 

Indian Social Institute, New Delhi, 
has been continuously working on 

issues related to research, training, 
advocacy, publication and human 
rights. The Institute has been the voice 
of the marginalized by publishing 
a Hindi monthly magazine since 
1989. The magazine publishes 

were invited as guests and chief guests. 
A ‘Tribal clock’ were given to all the 
guests as a token of appreciation and 
a symbol of tribal identity. On this day 
a souvenir was also released. Other 
than Nukkad Natak and fancy dress 
competition, the celebration included 
four dances and two songs performed 
by different tribal groups and 
organizations followed by speeches by 
five prominent adivasi professionals. 
The programme concluded with 
celebrations and discussions on 
indigenous rights and their struggles 
in which all the Adivasi organizations 
of Delhi-NCR participated and made 
this day a great success. 

Shreya Jessica Dhan

Tribal identity and culture is no 
more preserved or untouched 

by the outside world. Today there 
are many external forces by which 
tribal society is being influenced 
at an alarming rate. Because of the 
fast opening of tribal heritage to the 
aliens the flux of changes among tribal 
societies are seen in their behaviour 
and actions. As a result, the distance 
between tribals from their culture and 
identity is now of a larger magnitude 
than ever before. To minimize this 
gap the department of Tribal studies 
decided to organize a one day 
workshop on ‘Adivasis Identity and 
Cultures’ for the tribal youth residing 
in Delhi - NCR on 22nd July 2018.

The focus of this workshop 
was to enrich the youth on 
tribal identity, culture and 
practices.The workshop 
began with a documentary 
film and ice breaking 
activities. Introducing of the 
participants was done in their 
own tribal language. The workshop 
composed of lectures delivered by 
three speakers. These lectures reflected 
prominently the core periphery of 
tribal ideology from where the tribal 
culture assumes significance. The 
history of tribal society was shared 
as it forms an important background 
in the analysis and interpretation 
of tribal identity. At the same time 

the vital role of tribal folk tales, folk 
songs, folk-lores and proverbs of 
the past were discussed. With these 
ingrained value systems, the youth in 
the workshop were motivated not only 
to preserve their identity, culture and 
maintain their dignity but also to work 
for tribal development and contribute 
to the larger society as well. 

Shreya Jessica Dhan

issues, problems and concerns of the 
marginalized in society. Keeping this 
in mind, the department of Tribal 
Studies on 21st July, 2018, organised 
a one day workshop on ‘Development 
of Journalistic ability in Marginalized 
Youth and Obstacles’. The workshop 
had two speakers. Vineet Kumar 
spoke on ‘Critical Understanding of 
the Media’ and the second speaker 
was an eminent writer Mohandas 
Naimishrai, who delivered a lecture 
on ‘Disadvantaged Community and 

Media’. The audience got familiar 
with the world of media and its 
functioning. There were about 30 
participants, both male and female, 
from marginalized communities. 
The workshop was very inspiring 
and the participants were motivated 
to express their opinions in view of 
writing in newspapers, magazines and 
journals. This programme was mainly 
organized to inspire and motivate the 
youth who are interested in writing, 
particularly in Hindi.

Workshop on Journalism and Writing Skills
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religious society. Dr. M.D. Thomas, 
Director of IHPS, introduced the theme 
of the Conference by highlighting the 
tremendous influence religion plays 
in the lives of people. He pointed out 
that religions have inspired noble 
activities of service and charity, but 

at the same time it has fuelled 
hatred, violence and wars. He 
stressed the need for going 
beyond religions to the spirit 
of religions of encountering the 
divine and sharing universal 
human values. In his keynote 
address, Dr. Amitabh Kundu, 
a distinguished fellow at 
Research and Information 

Conference on “Religion, Religions and Beyond”

    DELHI BOOK FAIR

REPORT

A conference of persons 
from different religious 

and social communities 
on “Religion, Religions 
and Beyond:  Different 
Perspectives” was jointly 
organised by Indian Social 
Institute (ISI) and Institute of 
Harmony and Peace Studies 
(IHPS) on 22nd September 
in Indian Social Institute, 
New Delhi. At the outset, Dr. Denzil 
Fernandes SJ, Executive Director of 
ISI, extended a warm welcome to all 
the delegates of the Conference and 
stressed the need for greater inter-
religious engagement in a multi-

System for Developing 
Countries (RISDC), pointed 
out to the growing awareness 
among policy makers about 
the need to include religious 
leaders for the better 
implementation of various 
sustainable development 
programmes. Dr. M.P. Raju, an 
eminent jurist in the Supreme 
Court of India, spoke about 

the constitutional values, which have 
a universal relevance cutting across all 
religions. Dr. Arvinder Ansari, Head 
of the Department of Sociology in 
Jamia Millia Islamia (JMI) University, 
spoke of the need for gender equality 
across all religions. Finally, Dr. M.H. 
Qureshi, a retired professor at JMI 
University, highlighted the composite 
and syncretic culture in India that 
needs to be preserved. The conference 
concluded with a vote of thanks 
by Rev. Arvind Peter, Programme 
Coordinator of Christian Institute 
for the Study of Religion and Society 
(CISRS).     

Denzil Fernandes

The 24th edition of Delhi Book 
Fair was organised by India Trade 

Promotion Organisation (ITPO) at 
Pragati Maidan, New Delhi, from 25th 
August  to 2nd September, 2018.  It 
was open to publishers, booksellers, 
distributors, government & non-
governmental organizations and 
educational institutions. The fair was 
an ideal rendezvous for intellectuals, 
scholars, authors, librarians, teachers 
and students and all those who have a 
deep interest in reading books. This is 
the best opportunity to publicize our 
publication and give visibility to the 
Institute. Accordingly, Indian Social 
Institute participated in this fair.
Our stall became a major attraction 
for all the visitors. It was common 

for all the 
v i s i t o r s 
to  come 
and pick 
our books. 
The legal 
education 
series was 
the greatest 
attraction. We have more than 100 
Legal Education Series booklets both 
in Hindi and English with a wide range 
of titles. Some visitors even purchased 
complete sets of booklets. They shared 
that these booklets are very handy and 
easy to use. There was also a demand 
and enquiry from District Legal 
Service Authority (DLSA) of various 
parts of India.  

Apart from these booklets, we were 
also successful in selling our journals 
and magazines and were able to 
increase the number of subscribers 
for our publications. The visitors were 
especially attracted with the low price 
and quality content of our books. 
This participation was a wonderful 
experience for the readers and for our 
department. 
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The Celebration of Loyola Day and Retirement of Mr. Das GuptaSTAFF
PROGRAMMES

On 31st July, 2018, the Institute celebrated Loyola Day to 
remember St. Ignatius’ contribution to humanity and 

recall his spirituality to serve the world. This celebration 
was presided by Fr. M Irudaya Raj of Gujarat province.  The 
staff welcomed all the Jesuits of the Institute with flowers 
and greetings. This was followed by a short video based 
on the life and struggle of St. Ignatius. Fr. M Irudaya Raj, 
who was the main speaker of this function, delivered his 
address on Ignatian spirituality. He said, ‘Every human is 
a mysterious combination of body, mind and spirit. Out 
of ignorance many people live under the dictates of the 
body alone, some with the dictates of mind but those few 
who realize the spirit and have the ability to balance all the 
three are the enlightened ones. He said that one can become 
enlightened or awakened by following seven steps in his/
her life.1. Deep personal love for Jesus (spiritual ideal), 
2. Contemplative in action, 3. Always be ready for new 
missions, 4. In solidarity with those most in need, 5. Ready 

to learn new skills (called to Learned Ministry, 6. Working 
as a community with an ever-broadening horizon, 7. Ever 
searching for Magis (Universal Love). This spiritual talk was 
followed by entertaining activities by the staff for the Jesuits.  
 On the same day, the Institute organized a farewell 
for Mr. M. Dasgupta who served the Institute for 34 years 
in different capacities and retired as Sr. Administration 
Manager. To recognize and appreciate his services, he was 
felicitated with a bouquet and a souvenir. The Executive 

Director Dr. Denzil Fernandes presented a letter of 
appreciation which was read by Mrs. Satya Srinivasan. Many 
staff members shared their relationship and the qualities of 
Mr. Dasgupta. They also recalled his honesty and integrity 
to serve the Institute and his wonderful interpersonal skills. 
His family was also present on this occasion. 

Ratnesh Kumar & John Kullu


